HONEYCOMB WAY
The Sweet Sounds of The World Stage
Grammy winner Frank London (the Klezmatics) and
Internationally renowned Iraqi-Israeli, Yair Dalal
join forces with Canadian supergroup of talent!

JANE MALLETT THEATRE, MARCH 28, 8pm

presented by the Koffler Centre of the Arts
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 23, 2012
WHAT:
WHO:

Honeycomb Way – The Sweet Sounds of The World Stage
Grammy winner Frank London (the Klezmatics) & internationally renowned
Iraqi-Israeli, Yair Dalal
join forces with Canadian supergroup of world music talent!
Waleed Abdulhamid, Aviva Chernick, Rick Shadrach Lazar
Lenka Lichtenberg, Demetrios Petsalakis, Debashis Sinha, Maryem Tollar
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WHERE:
WHEN
TICKETS:
EVENT INFO:
MEDIA
ENQUIRIES:

St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, Jane Mallett Theatre, 27 Front St E, Toronto
Wed March 28, 8:00pm
$20-$45 416-366-7723 http://www.stlc.com
Click here
Lisa Weitz, LW Communications
lw@lwcommunications.ca 416-624-3466 (office) 416-846-6877 (cell)

[Toronto ON] The world is simply a better place for music. All music. The Koffler Centre of the Arts knows this
and is all about fostering cultural collaboration – knowing that a platform of understanding between cultures is
essential to bridging gaps between us, setting the stage for greater appreciation of our similarities and our
differences.
Honeycomb Way: A Musical Journey into the Sacred is a project of the Koffler celebrating Jewish musical
expression in innovative ways – and this is exactly what will take place on Wednesday, March 28 at 8pm at the
St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts.
World-renowned musicians, Yair Dalal (an Israeli of Iraqi-Jewish descent) and New York-based Frank London
(The Klezmatics) will spend a week in residence at the Koffler Centre of the Arts for the purpose of
collaborating with a diverse group of top Toronto musicians to explore and create new music together – to be
premiered at this grand, not-to-be-missed event.
This unique coming together of many cultural perspectives will present a marriage of Middle Eastern and Eastern
European Jewish music together with Canadian perspectives to create a truly global result. As part of their
residency, Dalal and London will also offer public talks and master classes and will meet with students across the
GTA. The master class participants will join the core nine-piece ensemble on stage at the St. Lawrence Centre
performance – truly bringing community together through music.
World music at its finest and most spontaneous will come together as Dalal – known for his compositions
incorporating violin, oud and vocals drawing on Iraqi-Jewish music and the sounds of the Bedouins – and
trumpeter London – a prolific composer and player in many projects, notably the Grammy-winning group The
Klezmatics and Hasidic New Wave – collaborate with a who’s who of Canadian talent to form the Honeycomb
Way ensemble: including five time Percussionist of the Year (Jazz Report Magazine), Rick Shadrach Lazar
(Montuno Police; Samba Squad); Lenka Lichtenberg – a composer and vocalist originally from Prague who
sings in Yiddish, English, Czech, French, and Hebrew; Demetrios Petsalakis – a Greek-born, player of multiple
stringed instruments (oud, electric guitar, bouzouki); Debashis Sinha – a South Asian-Canadian world
percussionist, noted electronica pioneer and video artist; Waleed Abdulhamid – versatile multi-instrumentalist
and film-maker with deep roots in his Sudanese birthplace and the surrounding musics of Egypt, Syria and
Kuwait; Aviva Chernick – powerful lead singer of the Juno-nominated Jaffa Road who specializes in Balkan
Ladino repertoire and composes contemporary prayer; Maryem Tollar – an Egyptian-born Canadian vocalist and
qanun player who specializes in traditional Arabic music as well as original compositions.
The possibilities are endless as Honeycomb Way blends rich Jewish musical traditions with the influence of other
world cultures, rhythms and sounds to create something unique and powerful for this special once-in-lifetime
performance.
The repertoire for this world premiere will draw on Jewish spiritual music that is not widely known or understood,
even in the Jewish community. The core material will be new interpretations of piyyutim (liturgical poems set to
music) and nigunim (spiritual melodies) but you don’t need to be Jewish (any more than you have to be Christian
to enjoy Gospel) to be moved by the end result – a one-of-a-kind coming together of musical minds. Join these
two world music master musicians and a diverse Canadian cast and your soul will be lifted and stirred regardless
of your background – and you’ll leave with an enhanced appreciation for the world we live in.
Which is the point – and a promise.

About the Koffler Centre of the Arts
Koffler Centre of the Arts is Canada's only cutting-edge contemporary, multidisciplinary Jewish cultural institution.
It has a broad mandate to serve all, and present a wide range of artistic programs through a global lens in a
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specifically Canadian context. The Koffler is an agency of the UJA Federation of Greater Toronto.
Planning is underway on a brand new, architecturally innovative Koffler Centre of the Arts on the Sherman
Campus at Bathurst and Sheppard. In July 2009, the Koffler’s administrative offices and all classes opened in the
Prosserman JCC on the Sherman Campus. Starting in early 2013, Koffler Gallery exhibitions and related
programs will be based at Artscape YOUNGplace in downtown Toronto. Koffler programs will continue at the
Prosserman JCC on Sherman Campus and will debut at the new Schwartz/Reisman Centre on Lebovic Campus
in Vaughan also in fall 2012.
Koffler Centre of the Arts acknowledges the support of Cultural Season Sponsor CIBC Wood Gundy, Media
Partner National Post, the Ontario Arts Council through the Community and Multidisciplinary Arts
Organizations Program, our patrons and members. The Koffler Gallery gratefully acknowledges the support the
City of Toronto through the Toronto Arts Council, the Ontario Arts Council and the Canada Council for the
Arts.
http://www.kofflerarts.org
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